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Stage 1 - Introduction 
 

1) What is the question/project? 
 

2) Rationale – Why do you want to find out more about this?  What will 
you do with the knowledge? 

 
3) What is the context you’ll explore this in? 

 
 

Stage 2 - Literature Review 
 

1) What existing information is there about this specific topic? 
 

2) What existing information is there about related ideas/areas of 
practice? 
 

3) What don’t we know about the question/area? 
 
Stage 3 - Methodology 
 

1) What methods will you use to answer the question? 
 

2) What empirical information will you collect? 
 

3) Why did you choose this approach? 
 

4) What are the ethical considerations? 
 
 
 

Stage 4 - Findings 
 

1) How did you interpret the information? What did it tell you? 
 

2) What did this tell you about the question/project? 
 
 

Stage 5 - Conclusion 
 

1) What actions/recommendations have arisen from this research? 
 

2) Has it created any new questions? 


